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HONORING JEANNINE BAXTER FOR 

HER 25 YEARS OF SERVICE AT 
THE DU QUOIN STATE FAIR 

HON. WILLIAM L. ENYART 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 28, 2014 

Mr. ENYART. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring Mrs. 
Jeannine Baxter who is returning for her 25th 
year as the First Lady of the front office at the 
Du Quoin State Fair. 

Since its beginning in 1923, the Du Quoin 
State Fair has brought joy and entertainment 
to generations of families in Southern Illinois 
and throughout the entire Midwest. And for a 
quarter of the fair’s history, Jeannine Baxter 
has been greeting fair goers, workers and vis-
iting dignitaries with grace and her ever 
present smile. Jeannine’s love of the fair is in-
fectious and her knowledge and profes-
sionalism ensure that everything runs smooth-
ly so everyone is sure to have a good time. 

While Jeannine has been at her post for a 
quarter of a century, the 84 year old shows no 
sign of slowing down. She worked for 20 
years at Illinois Power Company in Du Quoin 
where her professionalism and enthusiasm 
proved as much of a joy for customers and 
staff of that utility company as for the fair 
goers and staff of the Du Quoin State Fair. 

The Du Quoin State Fair opens on Friday, 
August 22, which has been declared Jeannine 
Baxter Day at the Fair and Jeannine will serve 
as Grand Marshal for the opening day parade. 

In addition to her work at the fair, Jeannine 
is active in the community in other roles. She 
has served for many years on the Du Quoin 
Park Board, working to improve her home 
town with recreation and opportunities for 
young people. She has also worked as an 
election judge for many, many years and has 
been a welcoming face both on Election Day 
and at early voting hours for her neighbors as 
they participate in the electoral process. 

Jeannine has been blessed with a large 
family, including eight children, 25 grand-
children and 16 great grandchildren. Her fam-
ily is a source of great joy for Jeannine espe-
cially since they are able to get together for a 
family reunion every year. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in wishing Jeannine Baxter well and thanking 
her for her quarter of a century of service at 
the Du Quoin State Fair. 
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THE INTRODUCTION OF THE DE-
PARTMENT OF ENERGY FOR-
RESTAL COMPLEX REDEVELOP-
MENT ACT OF 2014 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 28, 2014 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I introduce the 
Department of Energy Forrestal Complex Re-
development Act to direct the General Serv-
ices Administrator (GSA) to redevelop this site 
using its authorities to enter into public-private 
partnerships in accordance with the National 
Capital Planning Commission’s (NCPC) South-
west (SW) Ecodistrict Plan. The Department of 
Energy (DOE) Forrestal Complex is located at 

1000 Independence Avenue SW., and has the 
potential to serve as a gateway to renewed 
development in this section of the National 
Mall area in downtown Washington. For many 
years, the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure and its Subcommittee on Eco-
nomic Development, Public Buildings and 
Emergency Management have expressed con-
cern about excess federal property, wasteful 
spending, energy efficiency, and space utiliza-
tion practices. This bill, which would maximize 
use of valuable, centrally located land for pub-
lic and private uses, responds to this concern. 

GSA and DOE have been assessing the 
needs of the DOE and any costs and benefits 
associated with disposing of the assets at the 
complex. In the last few months, GSA re-
leased a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for 
two of its properties in close proximity to the 
DOE Forrestal Complex, the Cotton Annex 
and the GSA Regional Office Building, which 
are part of the SW Ecodistrict Plan. Portions 
of the Forrestal Complex lie between these 
two parcels, and their redevelopment will aid 
the in the realization of the SW Ecodistrict 
Plan, which has been embraced by the NCPC 
and the District of Columbia. 

Redevelopment of the Forrestal Complex 
will enable mixed-use development, and it 
would accommodate the uses agreed to in the 
SW Ecodistrict Plan. The plan includes a mod-
ern headquarters for DOE that combines re-
duced but more efficient utilization of federal 
government office space, more sustainable 
practices to preserve energy and water, and 
the possible location of a nationally significant 
museum or memorial. In addition, it would 
bring the SW Ecodistrict closer to fruition. 

I urge my colleagues to support this timely, 
important legislation. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO COMMANDER 
PETER T. COURTNEY ON HIS RE-
TIREMENT AFTER 24 YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO THE UNITED 
STATES NAVY AND TO OUR NA-
TION 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 28, 2014 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Commander Peter T. Courtney, on 
his retirement after 24 years of Commissioned 
Service to the United States Navy and for his 
extraordinary dedication to duty and to the 
United States of America. 

I have worked with Commander Courtney 
personally over the past five years—first in 
2009, when he was a Defense Legislative Fel-
low assigned to my office, and then for three 
years as the Deputy Director, Appropriations 
Liaison in the Office of the Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy (Financial Management and 
Comptroller). I would like to share with you 
some highlights of his fine career. 

Commander Peter Courtney graduated from 
the United States Naval Academy in 1990 with 
a Bachelor of Science Degree in Political 
Science. Following Commissioning and flight 
school, he was designated a Naval Flight Offi-
cer. He reported to his first sea assignment 
aboard USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN–71) 
flying the F–14 Tomcat. He then transferred to 
Navy Fighter Weapons School for duty as a 

TOPGUN Instructor. He later reported to 
Fighter Squadron Thirty Two (VF–32) aboard 
USS Enterprise (CVN–65) and participated in 
Operation SOUTHERN WATCH and direct ac-
tion missions during Operation DESERT FOX. 
After he completed his Master of Arts degree 
at the Naval War College he reported to USS 
George Washington (CVN–73) participating in 
Operations SOUTHERN WATCH and EN-
DURING FREEDOM. 

Peter served with distinction in a variety of 
assignments ashore: as Aide to then Chief of 
Naval Operations, Admiral Vern Clark; Office 
of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Finan-
cial Management & Comptroller) as a Con-
gressional Appropriations Liaison; and with Of-
fice of the Chief of Naval Operations Staff for 
the Naval Aviation Enterprise, including Adver-
sary Aircraft Requirements, Acquisition Re-
form, and Manpower Planning and 
Resourcing. 

After completing a Military Legislative Fel-
lowship, Commander Courtney reported to his 
current assignment as Deputy Director Navy 
Appropriations Matters Office where he helped 
the Department of the Navy achieve their fi-
nancial and legislative goals. For nearly four 
years, Commander Courtney has dem-
onstrated exceptional leadership and foresight, 
engaging Members of the Appropriations 
Committee and its Staff to provide information 
essential to resourcing the Navy for its role as 
the world’s dominant sea power. In an in-
creasingly difficult budget environment, Com-
mander Courtney provided essential support in 
shepherding three Navy budgets through the 
appropriations process. Peter served our Navy 
and nation with integrity, insight and dedica-
tion. My office, the subcommittee staff, and I 
have found him to be a pleasure to work with 
and all respect his professionalism. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a grateful nation, 
I join my colleagues today in saying thank you 
to Commander Peter T. Courtney for his ex-
traordinary dedication to duty and steadfast 
service to this country throughout his distin-
guished career. We wish Peter, ‘‘Fair Winds 
and Following Seas,’’ as he leaves the Naval 
Service. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE COLUMBIA 
RIVER BASIN RESTORATION ACT 
OF 2014 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 28, 2014 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to introduce the Columbia River Basin 
Restoration Act, a bill that would bring much 
needed resources to cleaning up toxic pollu-
tion in the Columbia River Basin. The Colum-
bia River is the largest river in the Pacific 
Northwest. The River and its tributaries pro-
vide significant ecological and economic bene-
fits to the Pacific Northwest and the entire 
United States. Historically, the Columbia and 
its tributaries have constituted the largest 
salmon-producing river system in the world, 
with annual returns peaking at 16 million fish. 

The Columbia River was designated an Es-
tuary of National Significance in 1995 and a 
Large Aquatic Ecosystem (LAE) by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) in 2006. 
Yet it remains the only LAE to receive zero 
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